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Monpay, MORNING, August 4, 1845,

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment—prayer by the
Chaplain.

Present—Messrs. President Rusk, Anderson, Armstrong of J.,
Armstrong of R., Bagby,'Baylor, Bache, Brashear, Brown, Bur-
roughs,” Caldwell, Cazneau, Clark, Cunningham, Cuney, Dar-
nell, Davis, Evans, Everts, Forbes, Gage, Hemphill, Henderson,
Hicks,-Hogg, Herton, Howard, Holland, Hunter, Irion; Jewett,
Jones, Kinney, Latimer of L., Latimer of R. R., Lewis, Love,
Laimpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, McGowan, McNeill, Miller, Moore,
Navarro, Parker, Power, Rains, Runnels, Seott, Smyth, Standefer,
Tarrant, Ochiltree, Yan Zandt, White, and Young.

Messrs. Mayfield, and Wright were absent, in consequence of
sickness,

"The journal of Saturday was read and adopted.

Mr. Gage, in behalf of a special cominittee, made the following
report: :

CommiTTEE Room, Aug. 4, 1845,
Hon. Tros. J. Rusk,
President of the Convention:

Your select committee, to whom was referred the 7th section
of the General Provisions of the Constitution, have had the same
under consideration, and have mstructed me to report the follow-
ing amendments, and recommend their adoption :

In the first line, strike out the words “at large,” and strike out
the entire section after the word “law,” in the 3d line.

D. GAGE, Chairman.

hﬁhichwns laid on the table, to come up among the orders of
the ddy.
M’»;}';l‘em hijl offered the following resolution :

Resolved, ‘T'hat the. Commiissioner of the General Land-Office
be requested to report -to thi§ Convention, the' amount of Land
embtaced it the certificates for head-riglits, issued by the. various
boards of land-commissioners of . this Republic’; the amount of
larid ‘necessary to satisfy certificates ‘reported .as genuine and:le-
gul'i 6lso) the ‘amolint of land ¢alled for, by ¢ertifieates not re-
corhitiended as gentine : the amotint 6f land neeessary to satisfy
scrip, military warraits, 'and other inchoate titles issued by the
Qoverrimentof ‘thd Republic ; and the quantity of the public do-
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main which will remain, after the claims already issued are sur-
veyed.

}(])n motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule requiring the resolu-
tion to lay on the table one day, for consideration, was suspended,
and the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Evans offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, whose duty
it shall be, to enquire into and report to the Convention, the con-
dition of the land system of Texas; the amount of unappropri-
ated domain ; the amount of appropriated domain; the yarious
kinds of land titles; the various kinds of land claims, located and
unlocated; the probable amount of forfeited lands; the probable
amount of claims owned by foreigners.

Which, on motion of Mr. Van Zandt, was laid on the table for
the present.

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the Convention took up the

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Mr. Ochiltree moved that the Convention resolve itself into a
eommittee of the whole, which was lost.

Mr. Mayfield’s amendment to the 14th section, providing for
the establishment-of publit schools in ench county, was taken up,
and rejected.

Mr. Davis moved that the 14th section be adopted.

\ Upon which the ayes and noes were called, and stood as fol-
ows:

Ayes—Messrs. President Rusk, Armstrong of R., Baghy, Bay-
lor, Brashear, Brown, Cazneau, Cuney, Davis, Evans, Evérts,
Forbes, Gage, Hoge, Horton, Howard, Holland, Hunter, 1rion,
Jones, Kinney, Lewis,- Love, Lumpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, Me-
Gowan, McNeiil, Miiler, Moore, Navarro, Parker, Powet, Rains,
Runnels, Scott, Smyth, Standefer, Tarrant, Cochiltree and ¥an
Ziandt—A42. _

Noes —~Messrs. Anderson, Armstrong of J., Burroughs, Cald-
well; Clark, Cunningham, Hemphtll, Henderson, Hicks, Jewett,
Latimer of L., Latimer of R. R., White and Young—14.

Bo.the section was adopted.

_ Mr: Howard offéred the following amendment to the 15th sec-
tion

Add to the same, the following: “when the parties shall select
that method of trial”?

Which was adopted; and the section, as amended, was adopted.

7/
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M. Forbes offered the following, to come in between the 15th
and 16th sections, as an additional section :

“The Legislature shall pass no law, altering or taking away
the legal remedy for the collection of debts, which existed at the
time of the contraction of the debt: previded, such restriction
shall be construed. to extend only to laws regulating judgments,
executions, mortgages, and deeds of trust.”

‘Which was rejected.

Mr. Anderson offered the following, as an additional section, to
come in between the 15th and 16th sections :

“ Within five years after the adoption of this Constitution, the
laws, civil and eriminal; shall be revised, digested, arranged, and
published, in such manner as the Legislature shall direct; and.a
like revision, digest, and publication, shall be made every ten
years thereafter.”

Which was adopted by the Convention.

Sections 16th and 17th were adopted.

Mr. Brown offered the following additional section, to come it
between the 17th and 18th sections:

“The legal effects of all marriages now or heretofore subsisting,
shall, for the future, be held and taken to be the same as though
such marriages had been-good and valid from the beginning: pro-
vided, that nothing herein contained shall work any revocation
of vested rights.”

Which, on motion. of Mr. Jenes, was referred to the eommittee
on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the 18th section was referred to
the committee on the Judiciary.

In the 19th section, Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike out the
words “families of)” and insert “mothers and children under ten
years of age.” Which motion was lost.

Mr. Burroughs moved to strike out the section.

Upon which the ayes and noes were called, and stood as fol-
lows:

Ayes—Messrs. President Ruslk, Anderson, Armstrong of J.,
Armstrong of R., Bagby, Baylor, Bache, Brashear, Brown, Bur-
roughs, Gald well, Cazneau, Clark, Cunningham, Cuney, Darnell,
Everts, Forbes, Gage, Hemphill, Henderson, Hicks, Hogg, Hor-
ton, Holland, Irion, Jewett, Kinney, Latimerof R. R, Lewis,
Lumpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, McGowan, McNeill, Miiler, Rains,
Runnels, Seott, Ochiltree, Van Zandt, White and Young--43.

Noes —Messrs. Davis, Evans, Howard, Hunter, Jones, Love,
Navarro, Parker, Power, Smyth, Standefer and Tarrant—12,



161

So the section was stricken out.
Mr. Hogg offered three additional sections, to come in after
the 18th section, as follows :

“SLAVES.

“The General Assembly shall have no power to pass laws
for the emancipation of slaves, without the consent of their own-
ers; nor without paying their owners, previous to such emanci-
pation, a full eqivalent in money, for the slaves so.emancipated.
'I'hey shall have no power to prevent emigrants to this State,
from bringing with them such persons as are deemed slaves by
the laws of any of the United States, so long asany person of the

- same age or description shall be continped in slavery, by the
laws of this State: provided, that such slave be the bona fide
property of such emigrants: provided. also, that laws shall be
passed, to inhibit the Introduction into this State, of slaves who
have committed high crimes in other states and territories. They
shall have the right to pass laws to permit the owners of slaves
to emancipate them—saving the rights of creditors, and prevent-
ing them trom becoming a public charge. They shall have full
power to pass laws, which will oblige the owners of slaves to
treat them with humanity, to provide for them necessary food
and clothing, and to allow them to rest from labor on the. Sab-
bath or Liord’s day, known as Sunday; to abstain from all inju-
ries to them, extending.to life- or limb; and in case of their
neglect or refusal to comply with the directions of such laws, to
have such slave, or slaves, taken from such owner, and sold for
the benefit of such owner, who will not comply-with suchlaw or
laws. They shall pass laws to prevent slaves from being brought
into this State as merchandize only.

“Skc. 2. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of a higher
grade than petit larceny, the General Assembly shall have no
power to deprive them of aun impartial trial by a petit jury.

“Skc. 3. Any person who shall maliciously dismember or de-
prive a slave of life, shall suffer such punishment as would be
inflicted, in case .the like offence had .been committed upon a
free: white- person, and on the like proof, except in case of Insur-
rection of such slave.”

On motion of Mr. Fivans, the above sections, as offered by M.
Hogg, were referred to the committee on General Provisions.

In the 20th section, Mr. Henderson moved to amend by stri-
king out all after the word “they,” in the 5th line, and insert the
words “are at the time of the adoption of this Constitution by the
Congress of the United States.” Which was rejected.

N*
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Mr. Brown moved to strike out all after the word “Constitu-
tion,” in the 5th line. Lost.

Mr Jewett offered the fo]lowmg amendment

In section 20th, 3d line, insert, after the word “divested,” the
word “forfeited ;” 'which was adopted

Mr. Everts offered the following amendment:

“Nor any surveys, claims, or titles to lands, which have been
rendered or declared null and void by the said Constitution and
laws”—to come in after the word “Texas,” in the 4th line.

Mr. Rusk moved to re-consider the vote adopting the word
“forfeited,” after the word “divested,” in the 3d line, 20th section.

thch motion was debated at some length ; and,

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Convention ad_)oumed until half-
past 3 o’clock, ®. M.

HALF-PAST THREE 0'CLOCK, P. M.

The Convention met. pursuant to adjournment—roll called—
quorum present.

The Convention took up the amendment of Mr. Jewett te the
20th section, 3d line, upon the motion of Mr. Rusk, to re-consider
the vote adoy pting the word “forfeited.”

On motlon of Mr. Lipscomb, a call of the Convention was
made ; and,

On motion of Mr. Armstrong of J., the further call of the
Convention was suspended.

The vote was then taken on the re-consideration, by ayes and
noes; as follows:

Ayes—Messrs. President Rusk, Anderson, Armstrong of J.,
Bagby, Baylor, Burroughs, Caldwell, D'uns,Everts, Forbes, Gage,
Hemphlll Henderson, Hogg, Howam Hunter, Irion, Jones, Kin-
ney, Lewis, Lusk, Lipscomb, McGowan Mlller Moore, Power,
Runnels, Scott, Smyth, Standefer, Tarrant and Ochiltreo—32.

Noes—-Messts. Armstrong of R., Clark, Cunningham, Hicks,
Jewett, Latimer of L., Latimer of R. R. Lumpkm, MeNeill, Pax-
ker, Van Zandt, White and You1w——13

So the vote a,doptmor the word “forfelted " was re-considered.

Mr. Howard moved to. refer the 20th and 21st sections of the
General Provisions, to the committee on the Judiciary; and, al-
50, the 4th section of the Schedule; which was debated at some
length.

Nglr Hemphill moved to adjourn until half-past 8 o'clock, to-
morrow morning. Lost.

Mr. Howard then withdrew his motion to refer the above sec-
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tions to the Judiciary Comrmnittee, and moved the previous gues-
tion; which motion was carried.

The main question being the adoption of the 20th section.

Upon which the ayes and noes were called, and stood as fol-
Jows:

Ayes—Messrs, President Rusk, Armstrong of J., Armstrong
of R., Bagby, Bache, Brashear, Brown, Burtoughs, Cazneau,
Clark, Cuney, Darnell, Davis, Evans, Everts, Forbes, Gage,
Hemphill, Henderson, Hicks, Hogg, Horton, "Howard, Holland,
Trion, Jewett, Jones, Kinney, Latimer of L., Latimer of R. R,
Lewis, Love, Lumpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, McGowan, McNeill,
Miller, Moore, Navarro, ‘Parker; Power, Rains, Runnels, Scott,
Smyth, Standefer, Tarrant, Ochiltree, Van Zandt, White and
Young—53.

No—Mr. Hunter—1,

Bo the section was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Lipscomb, the Convention adjourned until
to-morrow morning, half past 8 o'clock.

Tuespay Mor~NinNg, Aug. 5, 1846.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment—yprayer by the
Chaplain.

Present—Messrs. President Rusk, Anderson, Arwstrong of J,,
Armstrong of R., Bagby, Baylor, Bache, Brashear, Brown, Bur-
roughs, Caldwell, Cazneau, Clark; Cunningham, Cuney, Dar-
pell, Davis, Bvans, Everts, Forbes, Gage, Hemphill, Henderson,
Hicks, Hogg, Horton, Howard, Holland, Hunter, Irion, Jewett,
Jones, Kinney, Latimer of L., Latimer of R. R., Lewis, Love,
Lumpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, McGowan, McNeill, Miller, Moore,
Navarro, Parker, Power, Rains, Runnels, Scott, Smyth, Standefer,
Tarrant, Ochiltree, Van Zandt, White and Young.

The journal of the preceding day was read and adapted.

Mr. Davis, from the select committee to whom was referred the
communication of the Commissioner of the General Land-Office,
of the 31st ult., made the following report:

CommrrTEE Room, Aug. 4, 1845,
Hbpn. Tros. J. Rusk,
Prestdent of the Convention:

The select committee, to whom was referred the communica-
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